Sermons @ Ebenezer

Psalm 100—Come and worship

(Lord's Day 18 Dec 2005, Shalom Dover Reformed Baptist Church, Singapore - Pastor Paul
Chong)

Psa 100:1 A Psalm for giving thanks. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing!

3 Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his
name!

5 For the LORD is good,; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.
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Theme: Come Worship the Lord God!
Specifically: Worship God with our whole being.
Worship is active and not passive!

How?

- With your Mind (v3)

- With your Mouth (v1, 2, 4)

- With your Hands (v2)



- With your Feet (v2, 4)
Why Worship God?

- He is Good (Vv5)

- He is Merciful (v5)

- He is Faithful (v5)
Application

INTRODUCTION

Why did the Psalmist write Ps100?

The writer begins by saying this is a psalm for giving thanks to God.

God has done something good towards the psalmist.

The purpose of this psalm is to say thank you to God!

How do we normally express our thankfulness?

We say "Thank you!"

We send a "Thank you card"” or a message to go with a flower basket.

How did the psalmist say thank you to God?

In the verses that follow, we find the psalmist do several things.

He "makes a joyful noise"!

He "serves" and he "sings"

He "praises"” and he "give thanks"

In short, the psalmist worships God!

The sum & total of what the psalmist did in giving thanks to God is Worship!
What is Worship?

The psalmist is giving us a good picture of what he does when he worship God.
The psalmist showed us that; Worship is active not passive!

Why did | say that?



Notice how many active verbs are found in this Psalm:

V1 Make a joyful noise V1 ¥ !

V2 Serve (the LORD with gladness) v2 557

V2 Come (into his presence with) singing! v2 &k !

v3 Know (the LORD, he is God! ) v3 B&f (HBAIAE i 1)

v4 Enter (his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! )
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V4 Give thanks (to him; ) V4 &t (ft, )

V4 bless (his name! ) V4 FRa0 (fBAY4) !

In 4 verses, there are at least 7 active verbs.

It is wrong for us to think worship means ONLY quiet meditation!

WORSHIP is ACTIVE!

Worship cannot be passive, because worship is the RESPONSE of God's people to HIM!
They response to what they know of God when He reveals Himself to them.
Knowing God is Holy without blemish or sin, we cry Holy Holy God Almighty!

Knowing God's Love in Christ! We boldly come to Jesus & plead for the cleansing of our
sins!

Knowing God has shown us Mercy; we sing the praise of Jesus our Savior & Lord!
To all the goodness they have benefited from Him, they respond in worship!
People who has experienced God, responds to Him in worship!

It is an active thing, when we worship God!

In fact, our whole being is involved when we worship God!

When we worship, we use our MIND.

We need to KNOW the Lord, why He is to be worship

Therefore our MIND must be engaged in the worship of God.



WHY?
How could we praise God rightly if we know not the reason?

How could God be pleased to accept our worship, if we have not worship out of our
understanding of His goodness & mercy?

But we lack true understanding of God & things of the spirit!

For that which is flesh know not the things of the spirit!

Therefore the mind must be guided by the Word of God.

That is why the Preaching of God's word takes centre stage in worship!
The Word of God instructs our mind & fill it with right reasons to worship!
When we worship, we use our MOUTH.

We PRAISE God.

We verbalize our feeling of gratefulness & thanks to God through the singing of
Psalms, Hymns & Spiritual songs!

We praise with our mouths and with music.

With our mouth we utter our words of praise!

With music we sing the language of our soul!

Thus music complements our words in worship!

When we worship God, we serve God.

We SERVE with our hands.

What we do with our hands is part of our Worship, if we do them as a response to God's
goodness to us.

Example:

Some of us come early to move tables, arrange chairs, sweep the floor & make the room
ready for worship.

While others set up the sound system, man the keyboard, setup the library, teach Sunday
school.

When we serve, we bring our tithes & offerings to God.



We also serve Him when we speak of Christ's love to sinners; when we make Christ known
& bring others to Him.

When we worship God, our FEET are involved!

When we would worship God, we must go to where God's people gather.
We COME to God, we ENTER into His House!

We travel the distance in order to join with other believers to worship God!
No true child of God will stay away from the worship of God!

Where are you on the Lord's Day?

Some claims to be Christians, but they do not gather with the people of God at the appointed
day to worship Him!

They say, it does not matter whether you attend church regularly on Sundays; as long as you
believe in your heart!

This is what they say!

But God says, "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." (Exo 20v8)
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God commands that every believer should take 1 day out of the 7 to worship Him.
Some Christians says, they rather stay at home and worship God!

But we find the example of the early disciples in Acts 20:7 was to gather together with other
believers, on the first day of the week, to break bread...
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Furthermore, the Word of God says in Heb 10:24-25:
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

Heb 10:25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
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When others meet together to worship, where were you?



When you are faced with a choice, did you choose to do something else other than
worshipping with the people of God?

Do you realize you have insulted God, by choosing to work overtime instead of worshipping
God!

Do you realize you have spit in God's face, when you rather go window shopping with your
friends!

In summary, we are to worship God actively with our whole being - our Mind, our speech,
our Hands & our Feet.

But remember, all these activities alone do not constitute Worship.

They only become acceptable worship to God when they are done in response to God's mercy
& goodness to us.

Lastly v5, answers WHY we worship God?

- Because, the LORD is good;

- Because, his steadfast love & mercy endures forever,

- and Because, his faithfulness & truth continues to all generations.

God willing we shall look at this in details another time.

Let me now draw out 3 Lessons from what we have considered, for all of us here:
Lesson ONE:

A. When we come to worship God on Sunday, we must take an ACTIVE part!
Get rid of 3 bad attitudes commonly found in many churches!

1) Get rid of that attitude of "waiting for something to happen".

- When we worship, we are here to "serve" instead!

- Remember the word "Worship™ also means 'to Serve'

- Passivity is contrary to what we have come to do, that is to Worship God, to serve Him!
Therefore, take on a servant heart, roll up our sleeve & meet the needs of others.
Offer up our service as a holy worship to God today!

If you would remember only one thing from this message on Ps100; let it be this!

How can | worship God actively with my whole being; Mind, Heart, Hands & Feet!



Meditate on this question and you will do well!

2) Get rid of that "spectator" attitude.

- We are not here to watch the preacher put on a good preaching performance.

- It is not like watching an entertainer performing at the Esplanade.

It is more like being part of the orchestra performing for God!

- It is also not watching a football match.

It is more like being one of the players in God's football team playing in the field!
- We are here to receive God's Word of instruction for our spiritual improvement!
- We are like patients in the process of receiving treatment.

Therefore, participate, and be a part of the singing, the bible study and the giving.
Be teachable, be involved!

Let your worship be active, not passive.

3) Get rid of that "critical" attitude.

- We are not here as an expert judging everyone & everything going on here!
God alone is our Judge!

We have to give an account to Him personally!

Remember, the apostle Peter's words "Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." (1 Pet 5v5) 5t & /R4 T4k
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Therefore, be humble when you come into God's house.

Lesson TWO:

B. Christians cannot stay away from worship if it is within their power to choose.
- Notice | say, if it is within their power to choose!

- For there are some who are bonded to serve on the Lord's Day like the nurses and doctors,
firemen and policemen.

- These works are necessary.



- But there are others who are prevented by their employer to attend worship.

- This is not within their choice, despite their desire to worship God.

- However, if you have no desire to worship God, you are unlikely saved!

- You put worship on a very low priority, because you have no desire to worship God!

- How could you have any true desire to worship God if you have never experience God's
love and mercy?

- On the contrary, if you have truly been saved, you would respond in grateful worship!
Lesson THREE:
C. If you have reason to suspect that you are not saved as yet; what must you do?

- | know you may get very angry with the preacher for daring to suggest that you may not be
saved!

- If the Devil has his way, you will not return again after you walk out of here.
- If you do that, you are rejecting the mercy of God being extended to you!

- Do you realize, it is the mercy of God that He has ordered events to take its course such that
you are here today!

- Why else are you here today, since you did not know God and you have no desire to
worship God before this?

- Why would God draw you here to hear this warning, if He is not showing you mercy?

Therefore, heed what James the apostle says, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you." (James 4v7) sIFLA/RATE AR i, 55 HHCEYRE /R, BE
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What does it mean to submit to God?

Do you know that the Lord, he is God? And accept and recognize Him as such?

Do you acknowledge that He has made you? And therefore He has absolute right over you?
Do you accept that you need to become the redeemed people of God? His people!
Redeemed people are people purchased by the blood of Christ!

You have committed sins deserving eternal condemnation!

You are doomed to enter eternity of suffering; none of your own efforts will save you!



Do you believe that Jesus has on the cross taken your punishment instead, if you would
commit yourself to His protection?

Without doubting Jesus, do you renounce all your sins and declare your trust on Him alone?

John 3:18 says, "Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. " {5 fif2
FIAN, DBGETE 5 MW, FREEE 1, WA S AL Tr 44,

If these are my own words, you can ignore them and nothing will happen to you!
But they are the Words of God, recorded for us in the Bible!

God will do what He says!

Some of you here will not believe the truth spoken this day!

They rather believe something else!

The Bible says, if anyone does not believe, it is not because Truth failed to convince their
mind!

Rather, they "did not believe the truth because they had pleasure in their unrighteousness.” 2
Thess 2v12 ANMEHH, =& A X

Their hearts love unrighteousness rather than God!

They will not give up what they know is sin!

They are enslaved to unrighteous pleasure of sin!

They cannot breakout of this bondage to sin because their hearts find sins pleasurable!
Ask yourself, what is it that enslaved you in the pleasures of sin?

Deal with yourself honestly, is that why you cannot believe the truth and follow Christ?
Cry out to Him the Spirit of God, and plead for Him to change your heart!

He alone can take out that heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh!

How do | know this?

For in Ezekiel 36:26 God says, "I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh." 3,
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Unbelief resides within your heart, my friend!



Look within you and see what kind of heart you have?

Heb 3:12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading
you to fall away from the living God.
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Bewares of what your heart loves! Amen!



